[image: image1.emf]






[image: image2.png]CATHOLIC CHARITIES
OF SOUTHEAST TEXAS




Harvest of Hope Gala is the Agency’s Most Significant Fundraiser
The agency’s most significant annual fundraiser, the Harvest of Hope Gala, may have sprung up from modest roots, but it has blossomed into a remarkable annual celebration of the achievements of Catholic Charities of Southeast Texas and some special members of the Southeast Texas community.

In 2003, Linda Domino, Carole Mattingly, Rusty Chimeno, Kevin J. Roy and Dean Terrebonne met at Donna Harris’ home to discuss the possibility of planning a gala for the benefit of Catholic Charities. Carole Mattingly had suggested that we might celebrate Bishop Curtis Guillory’s 60th birthday. Donna graciously accepted the invitation to join Linda and Carole in co-chairing the event, held on September 6, 2003. According to Merriam-Webster, “gala” is defined as, “a festive celebration; especially: a public entertainment marking a special occasion.” A special occasion indeed was born that year, transforming the Beaumont Civic Center into a wonderful venue for such an event, and at the same time transforming the history of fundraising within the agency - realizing $140,197 from our first gala!

In 2004, a committee was formed and a meeting was held at Carole Mattingly’s home to discuss the next event. It was there that the committee discussed and agreed to hold an annual gala event in the fall and coined the title, “Harvest of Hope”. Ann Rothkamm agreed to chair the event which honored Anna Maria Brown. This gala was held at the new MCM Eleganté Hotel on November 6, 2004. The charm of the evening matched the elegance of Mrs. Brown in honoring her and celebrating her life. The agency netted $91,531 from that celebration.  

The agency’s next gala was scheduled for October 29, 2005, honoring Joe Broussard, II. However, Hurricane Rita interrupted those plans and the event was rescheduled, postponing it until February 18, 2006. Donna Harris and Dr. Mark Kubala co-chaired the event, at which an agency video was shown to increase the community’s awareness of the services offered. It appeared as though the community was ready to celebrate even in the wake of Hurricane Rita, as there was a good turnout, yielding $114,465 for the agency.  

Later that year, the Board determined it was necessary to hold another event to generate the much needed funds to continue providing help and creating hope for our clients through the existing program services offered. Shelley Tortorice agreed to chair the event, honoring Linda and Joe Domino. The event was held at the Holiday Inn Plaza on October 21, 2006. Although this event was scheduled eight months after the previous event, the community responded most favorably and $176,333 was realized to benefit the agency program services.  

The Board selected the Maceo Sisters (Concetta Tortorice, Luce Parigi, Dimples Messina and Theresa Giglio) to honor in 2007. The event returned to the MCM Eleganté on September 29, 2007. Paula Lovoi chaired the gala – a sell-out that packed the house. The “house” brought in $184,142 to benefit program services. The element of “Family” permeated the ballroom and emphasis was placed on the importance of the agency’s program services provided to families within our community.

History has a way of repeating itself and once again we were faced with the challenge of rescheduling the gala, originally scheduled for October 11, 2008, due to Hurricane Ike. The success of the previous event, honoring “Sisters,” fueled the idea to honor The Congregation of the Sisters of Charity of the Incarnate Word from Houston. Janey Phelan, Carole Mattingly and Torchy joined to co-chair the event held on January 30, 2009. The onset of the economic downturn was upon us, but the event still brought in $104,844.  It was a wonderful tribute to the Sisters who are “Called to Serve.”   

Because of the postponement of the 2008 affair into early 2009, the scheduled annual fall season Harvest of Hope in 2009 was the second gala held that year.  Linda Domino energetically chaired the event that paid tribute to three generations of the Broussard Family of Funeral Directors.  Alex, James, Tom, Jim and Blue Broussard were the honorees saluted for decades of support given to grieving families coping with the loss of loved ones.  The turnout exceeded 500 and the event generated net revenue of $167,942 for the agency, proving that the Broussard family is indeed beloved by many in this area for their fine qualities and good work.

The year 2010 followed on the heels of the Year of the Priest celebrated worldwide by the Catholic Church from June 2009 through June 2010.  Because of that, Catholic Charities decided to honor 10 priests associated with the Diocese of Beaumont who have been exemplary in their longevity and dedicated service.  Each of those honored had served as a priest for 50 or more years, amassing an impressive total of 543 years of priestly service among them.  Honorees were Father Luis Urriza, O.S.A. (66 years of priestly service), Monsignor John DiStefano (58), Monsignor Salvador Culotta (57), Monsignor James Dempsey (54), Monsignor Walter Montondon (53), Monsignor James Vanderholt (53), Father Clement Iglesias (52) Father Telesforo Blanco, O.S.A. (50), Monsignor Michael Jamail (50) and Father George Kalappura, C.M.I. (50).  Martin Broussard chaired a highly successful event that drew nearly 400 supporters and raised $154,960 for the agency. 
In 2011, the Gala shifted to a weeknight evening for the first time to avoid potential conflicts with weekend football games involving high schools and Lamar University. The turnout for the event dipped slightly, but the event’s fundraising in the midst of a challenging economy was still strong, netting approximately $175,000. The honorees were Jill and Kevin J. Roy, known in the business, educational and social service communities for their active involvement with numerous not-for-profit boards and agencies. Kevin had a particularly long-standing involvement with Catholic Charities, serving as a board member from 1996 – 2008 and as its chair for six years during that span. Through its first nine years, the Gala has now generated $1.3 million in revenue for the agency.

Catholic Charities of Southeast Texas’ mission statement challenges it to committed service that respects the dignity of all.  The execution of that mission requires partners who share that same sense of service and commitment to respecting the universal dignity of humanity.  Catholic Charities has provided services to more than 138,000 clients since the inception of the Harvest of Hope, thanks to its generous supporters. The agency remains one of the lowest cost service providers in the area, meaning 95 cents of every dollar of Catholic Charities’ revenue goes toward direct services.  A great big thank you goes to all who have attended and supported these special events, especially to the honorees, Chairs/Co-chairs and numerous committee members.  
We look forward to seeing you at a Harvest of Hope in the future!
